PASSAGE TO INDIA CHRIS SUMMERS

L HRIS SUMMERS HEADS FOR NEORTHERN INDIA Y

“ TO PURSUE THE LEGENDARY GOLDEN:MAHSEERIN
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ndia might not be
everyone's first
choice of angling
destination, but
this year | wanted
something different. |
had been toying with
ideas of France and
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Spain for a few weeks,
but when you finally add
up how much it’s going
to cost for travel,
fishing, food, bait and
drinks, you quickly
arrive somewhere
around the £800 mark.

Taking this into

consideration, | started looking

further away for angling

destinations, deciding to have a

fishing trip and holiday rolled
into cne. | started trawling
through the hundreds of
websites that cater for the

angling holiday market, and
found that anything associated
with mahseer fishing was very
expensive and the packages
available were way out of my
budger.

However, | then stumbled
across a group of people who

www.totalcoarsefishing.com

Corbett park as you wish. The
normal cost for everything,
including travel, food,
accommodation, bait, gillies,
guides and even complimentary
nature walks in the evening is
about 120 US dollars a day.
That's about £65, so it is very

have set up an angling camp
where the main focus is on
ecotourism and conservation of
fish, especially the golden
mahseer. The company | used
can tailor a package and
organise as many days angling (
or other activities) in the

www.totalcoarsefishing.com

reasonably priced, and a bit
more adventurous than a
puddle in France.

The Van Ghat lodge where |
fished and stayed is situated on
the edge of the Corbett Tiger
Reserve and right on the River
Ramganga. The lodge is reached

Above: My first golden
mahseer - but this was
Just a taste of things to
come

Left: Looking down on
Pool Five. I'm not sure I
was ready for what | was
about to seel

by night train to the railhead of
Ramnagar, which takes about six
hours from Delhi. From there
you are met by one of the staff
members and travel to the park
in an open-top jeep, through
some of the most breathtaking
scenery in the world. This
journey takes about two hours,
and the final part of the ride
involves a steep descent down
the valley to the river below,
which we crossed six times in
the jeep before reaching the
camp bridge.

The fishing camp is part of a
sustainable conservation project
being undertaken by the
Forestry Commission in the
state of Utarachal, to try to
raise the number of mahseer in
this river and other rivers in the
area.

GREAT THREAT
The mahseer have been under
great threat over the last few
years from poaching and
bombing, so it is vital that this
project works in order to
preserve the ever falling
numbers of these magnificent
fish,

The camp gives 5% of the
annual turnover to the local
villagers and communities, and
in turn provides secure jobs for
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BLOWING SIGHT | HAVE
EVER SEEMN IN MY SHORT
ANGLING

AMOMNGST THE SMALL
FiISH | COULD SEE THE
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“AFTER ABOUT 30
SECOMNDS A LARGE
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